Primary nodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma arising from more than one clonal neoplastic population.
Primary nodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma is an uncommon monoclonal B-cell lymphoproliferative disorder. We report a case of a 79-year-old woman who presented with generalized lymphadenopathy. Histologic and immunohistochemical examinations of biopsy sections from an axillary lymph node were consistent with nodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma. Flow cytometry analysis showed 2 distinct clonal B-cell populations expressing lambda or kappa light chain restriction. Subsequently, genomic deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) isolated from a paraffin-embedded lymph node section was analyzed for the presence of gene rearrangements. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) analysis of immunoglobulin heavy chain genes revealed 3 rearranged DNA bands, confirming the presence of more than one clonal B-cell population. These immunophenotypic and genotypic findings have not been previously described in association with this type of lymphoma. To our knowledge, this represents the first reported case of biclonal nodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma.